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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OPFICHR  OF  HEALTH 
for 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  The  Borough  of  Stourbridge. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 

for  1956. 

There  it  a  3  no  marked  abnormality  in  the  general 
incidence  of  infectious  disease,  and  the  health  of  the  Borough 
was  again  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Mortality  from  Cancer  was  less  pronounced,  with  a 
reduction  from  90  cases  to  68.  Lung  cancer  accounted  for  12  deaths, 

10  of  which  related  to  males.  Heart  disease  -  still  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  death  -  accounted  for  1 60  cases,  an  increase 

of  9. 

Among  the  respiratory  diseases,  pneumonia  deaths  rose 
from  10  to  19,  whilst  those  from  influenza  declined  from  7  to  3> 
and  from  bronchitis  22  to  18. 

With  the  advent  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  a 
reduction  in  course  of  time  may  be  expected  in  respiratory  ailments 
from  the  greater  use  of  smokeless  fuels.  In  this  day  and  age,  smoke 
■pollution  of  the  at  ms  sphere  is  to  a  considerable  extent  an  unnecessary 
evil,  bringing  in  its  train  much  illness  and  consequent  lowering  of 
health  standards  among  the  population. 

In  the  year  under  review,  16  cases  of  Measles  were 
notified,  compared  with  944  in  1 955*  This  accords  with  the  normal 
trend  associated  with  Measles  -  a  high  incidence  in  one  year  being 
usually  followed  by  a  low  one  in  the  next.  Notifications  of  whooping 
cough  numbered  9 6  as  against  85,  one  death  resulting.  Scarlet  fever 
incidence  rose  from  22  cases  to  32,  and  as  in  the  case  of  measles, 
there  7/as  no  death. 

One  case  of  Polionyelitis  was  notified  in  June  affecting 
a  boy  of  1 3  years,  who  however  made  a  good  recovery. 

Immunity  from  Diphtheria  must  again  be  recorded  as  a 
tribute  to  the  good  work  done  in  the  propaganda  field  by  the  Health 
Visitors  and  Dr.  Nelson.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  parents 
will  not  be  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  security  by  this  immunity, 
which  cannot  be  maintained  without  their  co-operation  by  ensuring 
that  their  children  are  immunised  against  this  killing  disease. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  to  Mr*  Drury,  Town  Clerk, 
for  their  help  and  consideration,  and  also  to  Dr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Kent 
and  other  members  of  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and 
assistance  throughout  the  year. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

R.L.  CORIATT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION 


Js 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Acres 

The  Area  of  the  Borough  is  ... 

•  •  • 

4,214 

viz:  Stourbridge  ... 

•  •  • 

1  ,920 

Lye  and  Wollescote 

•  •  • 

1,025 

pedmore 

•  ♦  • 

1,269 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1956  ... 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  Census  1951 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (estimated)  ... 


. . .  1  2,!v22 

...  11,635 

. ..  £441,674 
...  £1,705 


Statistical  Memorandum 


Population,  estimated  mid-year  1956  ...  ... 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  resident  population 
Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  "  "  u 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  "  " 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ... 
Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 


38,550 

14.81 

10.97 

11.95 

51.5 

0.05 


The  Town  is  partly  residential  and  partly  industrial, 
and  the  chief  industries  are  hollow-ware  and  iron- founding,  engineering, 
manufacture  of  forgings,  spades  and  shovels,  chains,  vices,  fireclay  and 
electrical  products,  wire  goods,  skin  rugs  and  gloves. 


Extracts  from  Vital  statistics 
for  the  Year 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

262 

293 

555 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

9 

7 

16 

Totals 

271 

300 

1 

571 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  resident  population 

•  •  • 

14.8' 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

• 

•  •  ♦ 

15.7 

Still  Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ••• 

7 

9 

16 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- — 

— 

Totals 

j ; 

=2 

46 

Rate  per  1,000  total  and  still)  Births 


15.2 


DEATHS 


Male  s  ...  21 0 

Females  ...  213 

Total  423 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estiirated  resident  population  10.97 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  11  "  "  "  11.95 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Yales  ...  11*7 
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Maternal  Deaths 


Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 


Nil 


The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  (per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  Births) 

for  -England  and  Wales  were: - 


Maternal  causes,  excluding  abortion 
Due  to  abortion 

Total  Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

M.  F. 

Legitimate  . .  88 

Illegitimate  . .  2 


Totals 


10 


Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  Age 

M.  F. 

Legitimate  . .  63 

Illegitimate  ..  2 


5 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  Births  ..  31*3 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Ingland  and  dales 
was  23 • 8  per  1 ,000  Live  Births. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
3. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 
13. 
16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 
33. 
36. 


Causes  of  Death 


M. 

2 


F. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ..  .. 

Hyperplasia,  of  prostate  . . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
C ongen it  al  ma If ormat ions 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

Totals 

deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages).. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 


10 

2 

- 

6 

— 

2 

17 

19 

2 

1 

O 

c. 

* 

33 

29 

24 

18 

3 

7 

40 

66 

4 

4 

1 

2 

5 

14 

14 

4 

4 

- 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

,16 

13 

1 

1 

6 

6 

8 

1 

1 

- 

M0 

213 

•1 

CT\ 

CO 

O.46 

0.10 

0.36 


Total 

16 

2 

IS 


Total 

9 

2 

TT 


mm  mm 


* 
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ACTION  13 

GENERAL  PROVISION  0?  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Officers 


Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers,  together  with  information 
as  to  their  qualifications,  are  set  out  on  page  2. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Examination  of  clinical  material  (sputum,  swabs  &c.)  is  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester,  as  are  also 
consumer  samples  of  milk,  water  and  ice-cream.  Producer  samples  of  milk  and 
water  are  examined  bacterio  logic  ally  by  the  County  Laboratory,  Worcester,  in 
addition  to  all  chemical  samples  of  food,  drugs  ana  water. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

There  are  four  Infant  Pelf are  Centres  in  the  Borough  as  follows: - 

40,  New  Road,  Stourbridge;  St.  Michael’s  Church  Hall,  Glebe  Lane,  Norton; 

Community  Centre,  bassell  Road,  Nolle scote;  and  Orchard  Lane,  Lye. 

Prevention  of  Diphtheria 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  sessions  were  held  monthly  during  the  year  at 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  as  under: - 

Stourbridge  ..  Third  Friday  in  the  month  (10  a.m.  -  12  noon) 

Lye  ..  Third  Thursday  in  the  month  (2  p.m.  -  4  p,m,j 

.vollescote  ..  First  Thursday  in  the  month  (2  p.m.  -  4  p.rn.) 

'v/elfare  Foods 

The  Department  undertakes,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council,  the 
distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  and  during  the  year  the  total  issues  were;- 
Dried  Milk  Cod  Liver  Oil  A  &  D  Tablets  Orange  Juice 
Tins  Bottles  Packets  Bottles  ' 

18,994  5,510  3,183  37,055 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMST/N'CES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supplies 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  of  Stourbridge  is  controlled  by  the 
Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board.  The  Board  was  constituted  by  Act  of 
Parliament  in  1909,  and  is  now  composed  of  14  members  nominated  by  the  Borough 
of  Stourbridge,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Amblecote  and  Brierley  Hill,  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Broms grove.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  on  the  1st  April,  1957 
a  piped  water  supply  will  have  been  in  operation  for  100  years  in  the  Stourbridge 
District.  Previously  to  the  Act  of  1909,  the  functions  of  the  Water  Undertaking 
were  administered  by  the  Stourbridge  Waterworks  Company  which  was  incorporated  by 
an  Act  of  Parliament  in  1  854« 

There  are  three  pumping  stations,  two  of  which  are  situated  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Amblecote,  and  the  third  in  Brierley  Hill.  At  each  of  the  pumping 
stations  there  are  two  boreholes.  These  are  tube-protected  for  part  of  their  full 
depth  and  generality  penetrate  into  the  upper  Bunter  Sandstone.  The  whole  of  the 
supply  is  pumped  into  two  well-defined  areas  of  supply,  the  high  level  and  the  low- 
level. 

The  high  level  area  which  includes  the  recent  housing  development  of  the 
Pedmore  Fields  Estate  has  a  consumption  of  more  than  ha If- a- mil lion  gallons  per  day, 
and  is  supplied  normally  from  the  Coalboumbrook  Station.  Standby  plant  is  available 
at  the  Mill  Meadow  Station.  Both  of  these  stations  are  situated  in  Amblecote  and 
pump  water  to  a  balance  tank  covering  the  area  sited  at  ,'ychbuiy  Hill  in  the  Rural 
District  of  Bromsgrove. 

It  is  in  the  low  level  area  of  supply  that  the  major  part  of  the  Borough 
of  Stourbridge  is  situated,  and  the  consumption  of  this  area  is  in  the  region  of  two 
million  gallons  per  day.  The  whole  of  this  supply  is  provided  from  the  Tack  Lane 
Pumping  Station  in  Nordsley,  Brierley  Hill,  and  the  station  is  equipped  with 
duplicate  pumping  plant  capable  of  meeting  the  normal  demand  of  the  low  level  area. 
Further  standby  capable  of  augmenting  this  plant  is  sited  at  the  Coalboumbrook 
and  Mill  Meadow  Stations.  ^ 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  main  sewers  in  the  Stourbridge  area  are  under 
the  control  of  Stourbridge  Main  Drainage  Board.  The  sewers 
in  Lye  and  Wollescote  area  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Sewerage  Board. 

The  sewage  is  conveyed  to  the  Whittington  sewage 
farms  belonging  to  these  Boards  and  is  treated  on  the 
Broad  Irrigation  principle. 


SUCTION  D 

Housing  work  is  referred  to  in  the  Report  of  the 
public  Health  Inspector. 

SECTION  I. 

I nspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during  the 
year  will  be  found  in  the  public  Health  Inspector’s  Report. 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Infectious 

&  Other  Diseases 

Small  Pox 

No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis 

One  paralytic  case  was  notified  in  June,  which 
related  to  a  boy  of  13  years  of  age,  whose  left  leg  was 
affected.  He  made  a  good  recovery. 

Scarlet  Fever 

32  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  22. 

Generally  the  incidence  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  there  was 
no  death. 


Measles 

The  low  incidence  of  Measles  ( 16  cases)  was  in 
contrast  with  the  abnormal  prevalence  in  the  previous  year 
when  there  were  944  notifications.  A  year  of  low  incidence, 
however,  is  frequently  followed  in  the  next  by  a  high  one. 
There  was  no  death. 

Whooping  Cough 

Notifications  numbered  96,  compared  with  85  in  the 
previous  year.  Ten  cases  (ages  from  3  months  to  3  years) 
were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  was  one  death. 

Pood  poisoning 

Notifications  decreased  from  12  to  4-  No  particular 
item  of  food  could  be  definitely  connected  with  any  of  the 
four  single  cases  despite  thorough  investigations. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

There  was  again  a  satisfactory  level  of  immunisation, 
both  primary  and  secondary,  during  the  year. 

Primary  treatments  numbered  591?  of  which  550 
related  to  children  of  pre-school  age. 

Some  422  children  were  given  re-inforcing  injections. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  (cont.) 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  diphtheria  first  began 
in  the  Borough  in  1 935  and  up  to  the  end  of  1950  some  8501  children  had 
received  primary  treatment.  Secondary  (re-inforcing)  injections  up  to  the 
end  of  1950  numbered  1 66  3  >  and  since  1950  the  numbers  immunised  are  as  under. 


Primary 

Treatments 

Secondary 

(Booster) 

Treatments 

1951 

597 

1  •  « 

289 

1952 

470 

•  •  • 

644 

1953 

521 

•  •  • 

640 

1954 

560 

•  •  • 

549 

1955 

492 

•  •  • 

516 

1956 

591 

•  •  • 

422 

Of  an  estimated  child  population  of  8,370  a  total  of  7,419 
children  under  15  years  of  age  had  been  immunised  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  this  total  1 ,894  related  to  children  of  pre-school  age. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  JJ-fo  of  school  children  and 
654  of  pre-school  age  children  have  been  completely  immunised. 

Incidence  and  Severity  of  Diphtheria 

Prom  1935  to  1947  inclusive,  some  633  diphtheria  notifications 
were  received  end  51  deaths  from  the  disease  were  recorded. 

Over  the  last  nine  years  only  two  cases  of  diphtheria  (l  in  1950 
and  1  in  1954)  have  been  notified  and  in  both  instances  the  patient  made  a 
good  recovery.  One  of  the  cases  was  an  adult  who  it  is  believed  contracted 
the  infection  abroad. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

The  record  of  Vaccination  in  the  Borough  during  1956  was  as  under; 

Ages  Under  1  1  year  2  -  4  5-14  15  &  Total 

over 


Number 

Vaccinated 

Number 

Re-vaccinated 


28 


24  8 


9  427 


2  4  12 


18 


The  total  comparative  figures  for  1 955  were 


Number 

vaccinated 

350 

Number 

r  e  -vacc  inate  d 

17. 
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CORRECTED*  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  FOR  THE  YEAR ^..1956 


ROTE:  69  of  the  72  hospital  cases  were  admitted  to  Kayley  Green  Isolation  Hospital,  Halesowen. 

Of  the  19  Pneumonia  deaths  2  occurred  in  this  Hospital. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1956 


The  Death  Rat 
compared  with  0.1  56 


e  for  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was  0.05  per  1,000  population 
for  1 955* 


Summary  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the 
Register  at  end  of  1 956 


Respiratory 

Non -Res- 

Ljiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

No.  of  cases  on  Register,  1st 

January,  1956 

127 

74 

7 

9 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  under  the 
Regulations 

14 

9 

1 

No.  of  cases  first  heard  of 
otherwise  than  by  primary 
notification 

2 

4 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register 
in  a  previous  Quarter  which  have 
been  restored  to  Register  during 
the  Quarter 

1 

TOTALS 

87 

7 

10 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  Register 

during  the  year  ... 

8 

2 

1 

— 

No.  of  cases  remaining  on  Register 

at  the  end  of  the  year  j 

136 

85 

1 

6 

10 

1 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for 
1956. 

To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  G-ent  lemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  a  Report  on  the  work  of 
your  Public  Health  Department  for  1956. 

During  the  year,  steady  progress  was  made  in  dealing  with 
unfit  dwellings  under  the  Slum  Clearance  scheme,  which  of  necessity  was 
geared  to  the  Borough  Council's  building  programme. 

Unfortunately,  the  Department  wa s  handicapped,  by  reason  of 
shortage  of  staff  on  the  Inspectorate  side,  in  its  activities  relating  to 
Pood  Hygiene,  new  Regulations  concerning  which  were  introduced  in  the 
previous  year.  The  vacancy  caused  by  the  departure  of  your  former  Inspector, 
Mr.  Wakefield,  at  the  end  of  1955,  has  been  frequently  advertised,  but  with 
no  response. 

An  outline  of  the  provisions,  and  their  effect,  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956,  was  submitted,  in  conjunction  with  the  Borough  Surveyor, 
to  your  Public  Health  Committee.  This  legislation,  with  its  pur-pose  of 
lessening  atmospheric  pollution,  is  to  be  -welcomed  and  its  implementation 
cannot  but  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  community's  health. 

For  their  active  interest  and  consideration,  I  would  like  to 
express  ny  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I  am  grateful  also  to  Dr.  Corlett  and  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  A.P.  Druiy,  M.A. , 
for  their  helpful  advice  and  assistance  throughout  the  year,  and  to  the 
Departmental  staff  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation. 

The  Report  on  Water  Supplies  provided  by  Mr.  J. Septimus  Brown 
Engineer  &  Manager,  is  also  gratefully  acknowledged. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  E .  xV  *  KENT 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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COMPLAINTS 


A  total  of  339  complaints,  relating  principally  to  housing 
defects,  were  received  during  the  year. 

SMITAHf  INSPECTION  OP  THE  ^KEA 


The  following  data  is  given  in  accordance  with  Article  27(l8) 
of  the  Sanitary  Officers'  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935:- 

The  number  and  nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year: 


Inspections  of  houses  . .  . 

Re -inspect ions  and  re-visits  . 

Inspections  under  Housing  Regulations 
Re-inspections  under  Housing  Regulations 
Inspections  Town  &  Country  Planning  Act  - 

Re  -development  . . 

Visits  re  notifiable  diseases 
Meat  Inspection: 

Cattle  . .  . .  . . 

Pigs  . 

Sheep  . 

Dairies  . .  . 

Factories  . .  . 

Smoke  & c.  nuisances  ..  . 

Bakehouses  . .  . • 

Food  Stores  &  Food  Preparation  Premises 

Shops  Act  . .  . 

Shops  (re  Unfit  Food)  . .  . 

Vermin  Infestation  (excluding  Rats  &  Mice) 

Rats  &  Mice  . .  . 

water  Supplies  . .  . 

Drainage  . .  . 

Tuberculosis  After-Care  . .  . 

'Paste  Pater  Closets  ..  . 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  &c.  ..  .  •  .♦ 

Refuse  Tips  . .  . 

pet  Animals  Act  . .  . 

Rag  Flock  Act  . .  . 

Licensed  Premises  . .  . 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  ••  •• 

Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year: 
Preliminary  Notices 

statutory  Notices  ..  . 


387 
1098 
55 
2  6 

154 

101 

1892 

5703 

11039 

47 

23 

75 

53 

81 

34 

92 

29 

181 

37 

182 

42 

26 

31 

87 

7 

4 

11 

119 


111 

139 


PREIIMINARY  NOTICES 

Preliminary  Intimation  Notices  sent  during  the  year  numbered 
111.  These,  in  general,  took  the  form  of  letters  giving  particulars  of  defects 
and  suggestions  as  to  repairs  necessary  to  remedy  the  defects. 


No.  of 
Notices 


No.  of  Houses 

or  premises 

affected 


General  defects  of  houses 

48 

“To" 

Defective  water  closets 

16 

50 

Defective  drainage 

15 

37 

Factories  -  smoke  nuisances 

4 

4 

Factories  Act  -  ventilation  &o.  5 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

5 

contraventions 

2 

2 

S laughterhou  se  s  Act ,1954 

4 

4 

Mi see llaneous 

17 

21 

Totals 

~ 
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STATUTORY  NOTICES ,  1  956 


Public  Health  Act,  193 6 


No.  of  No.  of  Premises 
Notices  Affected 


Abatement  of  Nuisances  (3.93) 

Drainage  (S.39) 

Defective  Closets  (S.45) 

Notices  to  Cleanse  (S.83)  .. 

Provision  of  Piped  Aater  Supply  (S.I38) 


12 

1 

2 

1 

1 


12 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Housing  Act,  1956 


Notices  to  Appear  before  Council  (3.12)  A 

Notices  to  Appear  before  Council  (S .11)  50 

Demolition  Orders  (3.1 l)  ..  ..  29 

Notice  to  Quit  (3.155)  ..  ..  3 

Requisition  for  Information  (S.168)  ..  10 

Repairs  (S.9)  ..  ..  1 

Closing  Orders  (3.12)  ..  ..  3 

Closing  Orders  (3. 10)  ~  Ivlisc.  Provisions  Act,  1933)  8 

Power  of  Entry  (s.157)  •.  ..  1 

Compulsory  Purchase  (S.27)  . .  9 


3 

37 

24 

3 

20 

1 

2 

6 

1 

7 


Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954 

Section  6  . .  . .  2  2 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act ,  1 953 

Section  27  . .  . .  1  1 


Small  Tenements  Recovery  Act,  1883 


1 


Totals  139 


Result  of  the  Service  of  Notices: 


Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  . .  79 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ••  133 


HOUSING- 


1  .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year; 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ..  ..  ..  387 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1098 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  -under 
sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations  1925  &  1932  ..  5 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  11 


-  13  - 


Housing  (Continued) 


(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . .  ..  24 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  not 
found  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  . .  . .  i 60 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  Notices: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  . .  10 3 

3.  Action  under  statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Lection  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a 
(b 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  17 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

a)  By  Owners  . .  . .  . .  17 

b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  24 

(ii)  Humber  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  10 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936 
and  Section  10  Miscellaneous  provisions  Act,  1953: 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . .  8 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit. . 

Housing  Act.  1949  -  Improvement  G-rants 

Some  24  applications  for  Improvement  grants  were  received,  23  of 
which  were  approved  and  1  rejected. 


By  Owners 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


/• 


DEMOLITION  ORDERS 


Twenty  four  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  the  following  nouses,  ail  of  which  were  in  a  state  of  disrepair  bordering  on 
the  dangerous:- 


No.  193,  Stourbridge  Road,  Lye 

No.  1 93,  "  »  " 

No.  197,  "  "  " 

No.  38,  High  Street,  Lye 
No.  9 j  Pope  Street,  Lye 
No.  10,  »  "  » 

No.  l+[  ,  Coventry  Street,  Stourbridge 
No.  43,  ”  '» 

No.  49 ,  Birmingham  Street,  " 

No.  55,  "  »  » 

No.  58,  »  "  " 


No. 

59, 

Birmingham  Street 

, St our bridge 

No. 

60, 

tt  it 

tt 

No. 

107, 

i!  It 

tt 

No. 

92, 

Parkfield  Road, 

tt 

No. 

94, 

it  II 

tt 

No. 

96, 

tt  tt 

it 

No. 

98, 

it  tt 

tt 

No. 

146, 

Norton  Road, 

tt 

No. 

6,  I 

'albot  Street, 

tt 

No. 

7, 

tt  tt 

it 

No. 

8, 

tt  tt 

tt 

No. 

9, 

tt  tt 

tt 

No. 

10, 

tt  it 

tt 

CLOSING  ORDERS 


Under  the  provisions  of  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  and 
Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  Closing 
Orders  were  made  on  the  following  properties: - 


No.  72,  Kayes  Lane,  lye 

No.  8,  High  Street,  lye 

No.  78,  Cross  walks  Road,  Lye 

No.  34,  Coventry  Street,  Stourbridge 


No.  55,  Heath  Lane,  Stourbridge 
No.  19,  Poster  Street,  " 

No.  65,  Birmingham  Street, " 

No.  1 44,  Hagley  Road,  " 


CLEARANCE  AREA 


In  October,  a  Clearance  Area  was  declared  in  respect  of  six  houses 
and  a  lock-up  shop  as  follows: - 

Nos.  45,  47,  49  &  51,  South  Road,  Stourbridge 
Nos.  69  &  71 ,  Clifton  Street,  and  a  lock-up  shop  next  to 
No.  71,  Clifton  Street,  Stourbridge. 

The  Borough  Council  eventually  decided  that  the  site  be 
re-developed  for  municipal  housing  and  that  it  be  acquired  by  means  of  a 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  under  Section  29  of  the  Housing  Act,  1938. 

This  Order  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government. 


RATS  AND  MCE  DESTRUCTION 

Ml  ■>  m- 1  ■'■!*.*  — —«•  -  |»  m-  m  1.1  .■■.■■■■■.■.IMMM.H.  —  m  ■' 

One  hundred  and  eighty  nine  complaints  of  rats  and  mice  infestation 
were  received,  compared  'With  193  in  1955* 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operative  during 
the  year  is  set  out  below. 


Type  of  Property 

No.  of 

IIo.  of 

No.  of 

Infested  by 

Premises 

Infested 

Treatments 

Inspections 

Rats 

Mice 

Local  Authority 

8 

22 

36 

7 

1 

Dwelling  Houses 

Business  &  Industrial 

180 

190 

kSC 

134 

46 

premises  &c. 

13 

14 

41 

9 

4 

agricultural  Premises 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

202 

227 

H 

The  sewers  were  also  treated  twice  during  the  year  and  a  total 
of  21+2  manholes  dealt  with. 

It  is  estimated  that  throughout  the  Borough  approximately  1 ,840 
rats  and  96O  mice  were  killed. 
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POOD  &  DRUGS 


Premises  used  for  : 


lianufacture 


of  j[_ce  Cream 


Nine  ne'.y  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  for  the  sale 
of  Ice  Cream  in  sealed  cartons.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  155 
premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  1+  for  its  manufacture 
and  sale. 


Twenty  five  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination.  the  fat  content  varied  betv/een  8.87b  and  13.  6y 
and  in  most  of  the  samples  the  fat  content  exceeded  lOpj. 

Sixteen  of  the  bacteriological  samples  submitted  were  in 
provisional  grade  1,  the  remaining  two  being  in  grades  2  and  3* 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  &c)  Regulations;  1947 ”52. 


There  is  one  manufacturer  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  Borough  under 
this  heading.  All  the  registered  retailers  draw  their  supplies  either 
from  this  firm  or  from  other  manufacturers  outside  the  District 

All  retailers  are  provided  with  refrigerator  cabinets  which 
maintain  a  temperature  .ell  below  28  degrees  P.  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations. 


Preparation  of  Preserved  Poods 

there  were  three  new  registrations  for  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  Preserved  Pood.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  26 
premises  on  the  Register.  All  the  premises  were  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 


Pish  'Prying 

Twenty  premises  are  registered. 


ADULT BRA'f  I  ON 


Twenty  seven  informal  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  as  follows  : 


LAIN  (t.T) 

Milk  (pasteurised) 

Milli  ('T.T.  Pasteurised) 
Milk  (Sterilised) 


No. 


of  Samples 

11 

3 

2 


Cream  Ice  s  . .  . .  3 

Ice  Cream  . .  .  .  4 

Double  Devon  Cream  . .  1 

Cream  . .  . .  1 

..'hole  Orange  Drink  . .  1 


All  the  samples  were  genuine. 

An  opened  bottle  of  sterilised  milk  was  found,  as  a  result 
of  a  complaint,  co  contain  a  small  rubber  doll  about  2"  long  floating  in 
the  milk.  The  attention  of  the  producers  was  called  to  the  matter  and 
an  assurance  was  received  that  the  utmost  care  in  future  would  be  taken 
to  prevent  a  recurrence. 


BAD TDRI OLOG-I CAL  DAPvDNATION  OP  MILK 


52  samples 

of 

milk  were  submit' 

ted  for  bacteriological 

examination  as  unde 2: 

i  »  _ 

• 

Type  of  Milk 

No. 

of 

Tests 

Results  of  Tests 

O 

1  ample  s 

Applie d 

S at i sf a  c t  ory  Unsa t i sf ac t or y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Methylene  Blue 

9 

(Pasteurised) 

9 

Phosphatase 

9 

pasteurised 

33 

Methylene  Blue 

33 

Phosphatase 

33 

Sterilised 

5 

Turbidity  Test 

5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

Methylene  Blue 

4 

Channel  Island  past; 

1 

Methylene  Blue 

1 

Phosphatase 

1 

-  16  - 


... 


ji  sample  of  irozen  cream  produced  in  'this  Borough,  and  taken  from 
a  small  shop  in  the  Birmingham  area  by  the  Birmingham  Public  Health  Department 
was  found ^ to  be  unsatisfactory  bacterio logically.  Immediate  investigation  was 
mf?'e  an°'  ac^ual  date  of  manufacture  ..as  ascertained.  Further  samples  of 
this  batch  shoved  similar  unsatisfactory  results. 

result ,  a  Notice  under  Section  27  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1935?  --as  served,  stopping  the  sale  of  supplies  from  the  batch  in  question, 
ihe  producers  wi oharew  all  stocks  unsold  from  this  batch,  and  these,  together 
vifch  hue  suo pip  remaining  at  rhe  place  of  manufacture,  were  destroyed. 

Samples  from  subsequent  new  batches  we re  entirely  satisfactory 
and  all  v/ere  in  Grade  1 . 

d'h_e  M ilk.  (Special jjesjjgiationjp  (fiaw  Milk)  Regulations ,  1  949  to  1 
'^l...-CsJdl?Aa.;3;  J^sigiiation^  Ap.a?.'^-Hki.seA.  A.  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations  D  949  to  1933 

The  following  licences  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  1  :  ~ 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

Dealer's  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 
"tuberculin  tested"  (including  three  bottling  establishments)  . . 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  "tuberculin  tested" 

pasteurised  Milk 

Dealer' s  (pasteuriser's)  Licence  authorising  the  holder  to 
pasteurise  milk 

Dealer's  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
de si, gnat ion  "pasteurised" 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  "pasteurised" 

Sterilised  Mi lk 

Dealer's  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  "sterilised" 

Supplementary  Licence  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  "sterilised" 


13 

5 

3 

14 

6 

90 

7 


MEAT  and  food  inspection 


Last  year  I  reported  that  Meat  Inspection  had  continued  to  take  up 
most  of  the  time  of  the  two  Inspectors  and  that  15,631  animals  had  been 
inspected  and  1 0Oy  inspection  maintained. 

This  pear  I  have  to  report  that  3,000  more  animals  than  in  the 
previous  year  have  been  killed  and  1 00p>  inspection  maintained,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  during  the  whole  period  we  we re  still  short  of  one  Inspector  and 
that  much  new  legislation  has  been  introduced  to  increase  the  work  of  the 
Department. 

without  the  excellent  relations  existing  between  the  Inspectorate 
and  the  tivde,  who  have  helped  considerably  in  easing  the  load,  conditions 
would  have  been  difficult.  No  trouble  has  been  encountered  with  any  of  the 
traders,  and  conditions  at  each  of  the  five  slaughterhouses  have  continued 
to  be  excellent . 

From  figures  in  the  appended  tables,  it  is  evident  that  disease 
has  not  diminished  since  pre-war  days,  except  tuberculosis.  The  number  of 
cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis,  however,  still  continues  to  rise,  and  one  wonders 
whether  mhe  chlorination  of  sewage  before  disposal  might  be  a  helpful  factor 
in  its  reduction. 

During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  killed  and  inspected: - 
Cattle  Cows  Calves  Lheep  Pigs 

( exc ludin g  Cows) 

1,733  '  *  80  79  11,039  5,703 

In  January  a  request  was  received  from  the  Supervisor  of  the  School 
Kitchen  situated  in  Amblecote  Urban  District  for  our  opinion  on  a  large  quantity 
of  meat  which  was  then  in  course  of  preparation  for  the  school  meals.  On 
inspection,  it  was  found  that  one  of  the  cooks  had  mixed  the  meat  with  onions, 
which  made  it  difficult  to  form  a  reliable  opinion  on  the  meat's  condition,  the 
complaint  being  that  whilst  the  meat  was  being  boiled  it  gave  off  a  strong  and 
offensive  odour.  To  eliminate  all  risk,  it  was  decided  to  have  the  whole  of  the 
consignment  destroyed. 

On  submission  of  samples  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  all  were 
found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  and  no  harmful  bacteria  were  isolated. 

The  kitchen  staff  were  instructed,  however,  that  if  similar 
circumstances  arose  in  future,  the  foodstuffs  were  not  to  be  mixed  with  other 
comnodities  until  a  proper  investigation  had  been  made. 


TABLE  1 


Appendix 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Year  1956 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

— 

Cows 

- - - - - 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

— 

Horse  s 

N umbe  r  ki lie  d  (if 
known) 

1733 

o 

CO 

79 

 -  .. 

11039 

5703 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

1733 

80 

79 

11039 

5703 
.  . 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cyst ice rci 

7/hole  carcases 
condemned 

• 

i 

9 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

, 

393 

14 

2 

1630 

1343 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
t  han  t u  be  r cu  lo  s  is 
and  cysticerci 

22.7P 

17.5;5 

3.87: 

14.# 

246 

Tuberculosis  only: 

whole  carcases 

condemned 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condeimed 

76 

7 

- 

- 

140 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4*4/0 

j 

CO 

♦ 

O'A 

- 

- 

2.5fb 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or 

or  gen  was  condemned 

21 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
re  f ri gerat ion 

21 

. 

- 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

! 

- 

i 

i 

- 

- 

j 

MEAT  CONDEMNED 


l 

ON 

H 

I 


I 

I 


i 


> 


i 

\ 


•-U. 


t 


y 


! 

i 


.t  • 


i 


I 

H 
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Moat  and  Other  Food.  Inspection  (continued) 


92  visits  to  shops  etc.  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  foodstufis,  and  the  following  items  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption: - 


Canned  Foods  No>  of  Tins 

Pish  ..  ..  59 

Fruit  . .  . .  344. 

Meat  (345  lbs.)  ..  188 

Vegetables  ..  ..  365 

Coup  . .  . .  17 

Milk  . .  . .  42 

Cream  ..  ..  13 

Fruit  Juice  . .  . .  3 

Dressed  Crab  ..  ..  3 

Egg  &  Meat  .  .  . .  2 

Crab  Paste  . .  . .  1 

Syrup  . .  . .  1 

Tomato  Juice  ..  ..  1 

Molasses  . .  . .  1 


Other  Foods 

Beef  Essence 
Beef  &  Tongue  Paste 
Calves'  Tongues 
Dressed  Crab 
Ox  Tongue  paste 
Ox  Tongue  Spread 
Mincemeat 
Kipper  Paste 
Sandv/ich  Spread 
Piccalilli 
Pickled  Cabbage 
Pickles 

Horseradish  Sauce 


4  jars 
2  " 

3  " 

4  " 

5  " 

8  " 


1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

18 

1 
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tt 

tt 

tl 

S! 

tt 


Chutney 
Cream  Salad 
Lemon  Curd 
Marmalade 
Jam 
Sauce 

Tomato  Juice 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Orange  Crush  . . 
Mayonnaise 
Coffee 

Gravy  Browning 
Vinegar 
Cheese 
Puddings 


3  " 

4  " 

1  " 

18  " 

23  " 

12  botts. 
2  " 

1 

2 

5  " 

3  " 

2  " 

3  " 

1  3  pkts. 

2 


Method  of  Disposal 

Meat:  Collected  daily  by  recognised  processing  firms  and  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  by-products. 

Other  Food:  Collected  as  required  by  Council  vehicles  and  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  under  supervision. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  ho  1934 


Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act ,  1933  to  1954?  29  licences 
were  renewed  during  the  year. 
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Y7ATUP,  SAPIPIUNG 


Public  Supplies 

The  reports  on  the  public  supplies  7/ere  again  excellent. 
Bacteriological  counts  ‘./ere  very  low,  v/hilst  chemical  examinations  have 
been  constant. 


The  supplies  were  equally  satisfactory  as  to  quantity. 

They  are  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency  but  samples  are  examined  periodically 
for  lead  contamination. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwelling  houses  sup'plied  from  the 
mains  direct  to  houses  in  the  Borough  was  12,510.  The  number  of  standpipes 
is  gradually  being  reduced. 

Results  of  the  chemical  examination  of  representative  samples 
of  the  Town’s  Water  Supply  taken  during  the  year  'were  as  f olloTws:  - 


LON  LdVHL 

PUGH  L3V3L 

No.  1 

1 

00 

• 

0 

12  April,  1956 

12  April,  1956 

Physical  Characters  Clear , odourless 

Clear ,  odourless 

Deposit  Slight: 

Deposit  Slight: 

'White 

Brown 

Chemical  examination  (results 

pH  8.2 

p* 

W 

-w 

• 

03 

in  parts  per  million) 

Solids  in  suspension  (dried  at  100°C)  Slight  trace 

Trace 

Solids  in  Solution  (dried  at  180°) 

330 

580 

Solids  in  Solution  after  ignition 

310 

540 

Chlorine  Expressed  as  Chloride 

34 

38 

Hardness  Non-carbonate 

70 

130 

Hardness  Carbonate 

150 

225 

Hardness  Total 

220 

375 

Ammoniac a 1  Nitrogen 

0.01 

0.06 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.01 

0.01 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

8.2 

14.4 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  A  hrs.  at  27°C 

Nil 

Nil 

0.26 

(n/80  Permanganate) 

Nil 

Toxic  Petals 

None  detected 

None  detected 

Residual  Chlorine  free 

Nil 

Nil 

”  ”  Combined 

Nil 

Nil 

"  M  Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Some  90  samples  were  submitted  by  this 

Department  for 

bacteriological  examination  and  the  following  are  representative  of  the 

results  received:- 

Number  of  Coliforrn 

Faecal 

bacilli,  HacConkey 

Coli 

two  days,  37°C. 

(per  100  ml.) 

(per  100  ml.') 

J  anuary  1  5th 

Nil 

Nil 

February  22nd 

Nil 

Nil 

March  26th 

Nil 

Nil 

April  19th 

Nil 

Nil 

May  24-th 

Nil 

Nil 

J  une  21  st 

Nil 

Nil 

July  1 8th 

Nil 

Nil 

August  23rd 

Nil 

Nil 

September  20th 

Nil 

Nil 

October  18th 

Nil 

Nil 

November  22nd 

Nil 

Nil 

December  1 9th 

Nil 

Nil 
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MILK  SUlPLIAb 


Two  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for 
biological  examination  and  both  proved  to  be  negative. 

LOOM  PlLlTSLo 

the  Department  *  s  activities  in  connection  with  rood 
Promises  have  been  somewhat  handicapped  owing  to  shortage  of  staff, 
the  standard  of  hygiene  maintained  generally  lias,  however,  been 
satisfactory  ana  no  prosecutions  have  been  necessary. 

Traders  in  general  readily  co-operate  in  adopting 
suggestions  for  improvement  and  it  is  hoped  to  devote  more  attention 
to  this  important  work  as  soon  as  sufficient  staff  is  available. 


Borough ,  ot he r 


The  followingis  a  list  of  food  premises  in  the 
than  those  already  referred  to  in  this  Report  : - 


Butchers 

46 

Fishmongers 

8 

Grocers 

69 

Restaurants  &  Cafes 

14 

Bakers  &  Confectioners 

29 

Licensed  premises  (with 

Confectioners  (Sweets 

catering  facilities) 

4 

only) 

54 

Food  stalls 

2 

Greengrocers  A 
Fruiterers 

46 

General  Stores 

166 

school  Kitchens 


7 


effective  disinfestations  were  carried  out  at  25 
premises  to  eradicate  cockroaches,  fleas  and  other  vermin.  In  three 
other  cases  relating  to  insect  pests,  insecticides  were  issued  and 
advice  given. 


ANTS  ^  VMS  AMD  SHS 


Again  no  formal  action  was  necessary  under  this 


heading. 


Ten  persons  were  granted  licences  to  station  and. 
use  moveable  dwellings  for  short  periods  on  various  sites  in  the 
Borough.  'There  the  sites  remained,  satisfactory,  the  licences  were 
renewed  for  further  periods. 

During  the  year,  31  inspections  were  made  of 
caravans  and  sites,  all  of  which  were  kept  in  excellent  condition. 

OUTTOHKLRb 

1 

Twenty  two  lists  were  received,  containing  the 
names  of  15  outworkers,  seven  of  whom  resided  outside  the  Borough. 

PAT  _ ARm^o  ACT,  1951 
live  renewal  licences  were  granted. 


RAC  MACTpJPgjg.  MAjAL^AI^  ACT*.  1951 

Two  licences  \/e re  renewed. 
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SM&  B.  Jim 

105  (37  chemical  and  68  bacteriological)  samples  of 
v/ater  from  the  Corporation  Swimming  Baths  .‘ere  submitted  for  examination. 

five  bacteriological  samples  taken  from  the  Indoor  Pool 
•were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  varying  degrees.  A  sample  of  the  well 
/a ter  which  supplies  the  pools  was  taken,  and  the  Analyst' s  report  showed 
that  although  the  v/ater  was  not  entirely  satisfactory,  it  was  quite 
suitable  for  use  in  the  swimming  baths  when  it  passed  through  the 
chlorination  and  filtration  plants.  The  advisability  of  installing  a 
chlorination  plant  in  the  rising  main  was  considered  by  the  Borough 
Council  and  eventually  this  plant  was  installed  with  satisfactory  results, 

All  other  samples,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological, 
were  satisfactory. 

The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  generally  maintained 
by  the  Baths  Superintendent  and  his  staff  was  again  a  notable  feature. 


RtyERty  POLIpliOrl 

There  was  close  liaison  betv/een  the  Department  and  the 
Rivers  Board,  to  whom  the  powers  under  the  Rivers  prevention  of 
Pollution)  Act,  1951 5  v/ere  transferred. 

The  apparatus  for  measuring  atmospheric  pollution  is 
still  in  operation  and  recordings  are  kept. 

During  1956  many  small  isolated  problems  v/ere  dealt 
with,  but  with  one  exception  very  little  difficulty  was  found  in 
removing  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  Advice  has  been  readily  given  by  the 
Inspectors  and  the  fullest  co-operation  has  been  forthcoming  from 
industry  in  general. 

One  factory  proved  to  be  a  fairly  consistent  offender 
but  even  this  was  greatly  improved  on  last  3/ear.  The  firm  concerned 
continued  with  its  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  their  plant  to  oil- 
burning,  and  when  completed  there  should  be  no  further  cause  for  complaint. 


aOTSg  COlJjXTiaN  AND  DISPOSAL 

Public  Cleansing  is  under  the  control  of  the  Borough 

ourveyor. 

Controlled  tipping  is  still  the  means  of  disposal  for 
all  refuse  in  the  Borough,  and  during  the  year  a  new  tip  was  started  to 
reclaim  a  small  water- logged  site  in  the  centre  of  a  residential  area. 
Some  problems  were  anticipated,  due  to  the  position  and  also  the  water¬ 
logged  conditions  of  the  site,  but  in  actual  fact  no  major  difficulty 
was  experienced  and  very  little  trouble  encountered. 

All  controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  under  the 
general  supervision  of  this  .Department. 

TUBSBCULOSIS  AF’TaR-OiudS  CMffi 

The  Committee  held  two  meetings  during  the  year,  and 
its  members  comprise  representatives  from  the  Borough  Council,  the 
County  Medical  Officer's  Dept.,  the  T.V.S. ,  the  Nursing  Association,  and 
your  Health  Department. 

Nine  families  were  re-housed  in  Council  houses,  and  43 
patients  were  granted  free  milk.  Christmas  food  parcels,  which  were 
particularly  appreciated,  were  also  distributed,  in  addition  to  small 
comforts  for  specialty  needy  cases. 

I  have  found  invaluable,  as  Hon.  Secretary,  the  keen 
interest  and  support  of  the  Committee,  and  to  the  members  I  would  like  to 
express  my  thanks.  The  Housing  (Lettings)  Sub-Committee  sympathetically 
considered  the  re-housing  of  patients  brought  to  their  notice  by  Mr. 
Baylis,  the  Housing  Officer,  and  for  this  I  am  also  grateful. 


.  juring 


the 


AT  ROLL  UM  ixC  To 

ic  year,  G2  licences  we  re  issued  as  follows  :  - 
63  to  store  petroleum  spirit  only;  10  to  store  petroleum  spirit  and 
cellulose;  3  petroleum  spirit  and  carbide  of  calcium;  2  carbide  of 
calcium  only;  2  cellulose  only;  and  2  mixture  of  petroleum  spirit. 
These  licences  authorised  the  storage  of  79)818  galls,  of  petroleum 
spirit,  2,560  lbs.  carbide  of  calcium,  1,075  galls,  of  cellulose,  and 
14  galls,  of  petroleum  mixture. 

The  sum  of  £54  “15  -  0  was  received  in  respect  of 


licence  fees. 
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(Year  1956) 


FAOIORI1S  ACT,  1937  and  1  %8 


Number  on 

Number  of 

Premises 

a)  , 

Register 

(3) 

' 

Inspections 

(4) 

*  i 

v.'ritten 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

-  r . 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,  2,  3, 

A  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

9 

f  r 

2 

r 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 

230 

16 

5 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-worker s *  premises) 

TOTALS  * 

239 

18 

5 

“ 

CASTS  IN  -,7HICH  LEFLCTS  STIRS  FOUND 


Public  Health  Department  s 
Stourbridge. 


5 
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